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Purpose
School Sport Australia (SSA) is committed to delivering high-quality, safe, and inclusive national championships. This Live Streaming & Photography Policy outlines the standards, permissions, privacy protections, and operational requirements that govern:
· Live streaming of SSA Championships,
· Filming and photography at SSA Championships,
· Use, storage and distribution of video, audio and photographic content,
· Restrictions on non-authorised streaming or photography, and
· Protection of student privacy, welfare, and data in accordance with the SSA Privacy Policy.
This policy ensures consistency across all SSA events and protects students, officials, spectators, and SSA’s commercial and intellectual property interests.
Scope
This policy applies to:
· All SSA National Championships and SSA-sanctioned events,
· All students, team officials, student officials, volunteers and SSA staff,
· Championship Hosts, NSAs, NSOs and School Sport Units,
· Spectators, parents/carers and members of the public attending SSA events,
· Media, photographers, SSA partners, and all contractors.
Principles
1. Student safety and privacy are the highest priority.
2. Informed and documented consent is required for all filming/streaming of minors.
3. SSA will abide by all state and territory Education Department requirements for privacy, filming, media and storage of student images.
4. SSA retains exclusive rights to live streaming, broadcasting, and commercial photography at SSA Championships.
5. No unauthorised live streaming or commercial photography is permitted.
6. All filming and photography must occur in a manner that does not interfere with play, athlete wellbeing, or officiating.
Consent Requirements
Baseline Consent Provided by Member Bodies
Member Bodies must confirm that:
· Every student attending an SSA Championship has completed their state/territory’s approved media and image consent process,
· Consent status for every student is clearly indicated in SSA’s Program Team List Checking Sheet (mandatory field),
· Any student without consent is flagged to SSA and the Host no later than the final Bulletin 3 deadline.
Limitations of Consent in Team Sports
SSA acknowledges that in team sports—e.g., 36 students on a field—excluding a single student visually from filming is not practically possible.
Therefore:
· If team-level consent cannot be obtained for all students, the team may still be filmed; however:
· The student without consent will not be identified by name,
· Commentary (if applicable) may reference the student only by position or playing number,
· No close-up or isolated footage will be intentionally captured of that student.
This aligns with national school-sport filming standards and accepted privacy practice for large team environments.
Commentary Protocol (where commentary is provided)
Commentators must ensure:
· No reference is made to the name of a student without consent,
· Position, number or general descriptors (e.g., “the winger”, “#7 blue”) may be used,
· No personal background, school information or identifying details are discussed.
SSA will brief commentators before each championship.
SSA Live Streaming Standards
SSA-Approved Coverage
SSA’s policy is that if a sport is live streamed:
· Every field/court/session for that sport is covered,
· Coverage is consistent and equitable for all states/territories,
· Production is delivered through the SSA Official Livestream Provider (SSATV) or another provider approved formally by SSA.
No Partial or Selective Coverage
To ensure fairness, SSA does not permit filming:
· Only specific states,
· Only finals,
· Only specific students requested by families or schools,
Unless explicitly approved in writing.
Restrictions on Non-Authorised Live Streaming & Photography
General Rule
No parent, spectator, team official, student official or external party may live stream or professionally film an SSA Championship.
This includes (but is not limited to):
· Facebook Live,
· Instagram Live,
· TikTok Live,
· YouTube Live,
· Use of tripods, professional equipment or drones.
Approval Process (exceptional circumstances only)
SSA may grant limited approval only for proven individual student development purposes, such as:
· Talent pathway review by a recognised NSO/SSO,
· Evidence requirements for a student official’s accreditation,
· Specific classification or eligibility requirements.
The following apply:
· Requests must be submitted in writing at least 72 hours prior to Championship commencement.
· Approval will only be granted where filming:
· will not be publicly shared on any platform, and
· will not be viewed by anyone other than the student, their parent/carer, their coach, and the relevant school/SSO/NSO.
· Approved filming must:
· occur only from designated spectator areas,
· not interfere with official filming or SSA equipment,
· not include close-ups of other students unless consent is confirmed.
Failure to comply will result in immediate withdrawal of approval and potential removal from the venue.
Photographers & Field-of-Play Access
Official Photographers
Only SSA-approved photographers and Host-approved photographers may:
· Access field-of-play zones,
· Enter restricted technical areas,
· Take posed team photographs on courts/fields.
Restrictions on Others
· No other photographers may enter restricted areas.
· Photographers with large lenses, monopods or professional rigs may be asked to relocate if:
· They obstruct official photographers,
· They obstruct players, umpires or spectators,
· Their equipment resembles commercial photography.
· SSA may issue an identification credential to approved photographers; failure to display it may result in removal.
Member Bodies Filming for Promotional Use
Member Bodies must seek SSA approval 72 hours prior to the Championship if they wish to capture promotional footage.
All footage:
· Must align with SSA consent requirements,
· Remains non-commercial,
· Must not conflict with official SSA photography or streaming rights.
Storage, Archiving & Ownership of Footage
SSA Ownership
All live streams, recordings, commentary and action/posed photographs captured at or for an SSA Championship:
· Are the intellectual property of SSA,
· Cannot be sold, licensed or redistributed without SSA approval.
Storage
SSA will ensure that:
· All footage is archived using Australian-based servers or SSA-approved platforms,
· Data is retained and deleted in accordance with the SSA Privacy Policy and national best practice,
· Access is restricted to authorised SSA staff, approved contractors and relevant NSAs where appropriate.
Access Requests
Individuals may request access to archived footage for legitimate educational or development purposes. All requests must:
· Be made in writing to SSA,
· Align with media consent provided,
· Comply with the SSA Privacy Policy.
Event Signage & Notification
SSA will ensure all venues display clear signage (sample below):
SAMPLE VENUE SIGNAGE
SCHOOL SPORT AUSTRALIA CHAMPIONSHIP
NOTICE OF FILMING & PHOTOGRAPHY
This event is being photographed and/or live streamed by School Sport Australia (SSA).
Footage may be used for event coverage, educational purposes, promotional material, SSA digital platforms, and archiving.
By entering this venue, you acknowledge that:
· Your image may be captured,
· Only SSA-approved personnel may film or photograph in restricted areas,
· No unauthorised live streaming is permitted.
If you have any concerns, please speak with SSA event staff.
Refer to the SSA Privacy Policy for more information:
www.schoolsportaustralia.edu.au/privacy-policy
Breaches of Policy
Breaches of this policy may result in:
· Removal from the venue,
· Removal of accreditation,
· Confiscation of recorded material,
· Referral to SSA or Education Department disciplinary processes,
· Withdrawal of a team or official from the championship (serious breaches).
Responsibilities
· SSA Office / Championship Host
· Enforce this policy, manage consents, brief contractors, and ensure signage and announcements.
· School Sport Units
· Provide accurate media consent status for all students and officials, before Bulletin 3 deadlines.
· SSATV / Approved Providers
· Comply with SSA privacy, storage and consent protocols.
· Team Officials
· Ensure team members understand the policy and follow consent requirements.
· Spectators/Parents
· Obey all live streaming and photography restrictions.
Review
This policy will be reviewed every two years, or earlier if:
· Australian privacy laws change,
· Education Department requirements change,
· New technology or safeguarding standards emerge.
AUTHORISATION
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